THE WEST KOOTENAY CCRR IS A PROGRAM OF KOOTENAY KIDS SOCIETY AND FUNDED THROUGH THE
MINISTRY OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT

APRIL/MAY BULLETIN

West Kootenay CCRR

HAPPY SPRING!

CCRR staff and contact
information
Samantha Zaytsoff- Program Coordinator
250-352-0407 ext. 1
samanthaz@kootenaykids.ca
Heather Broad- Outreach Consultant
250-352-0407 ext. 2
heatherb@kootenaykids.ca

The CCRR office and
Resource Library are OPEN
by appointment only. Please
call 250-352-0407 to make an
appointment. Evening and
weekend appointments
available

Akka Bekker- Library Assistant
250-352-0407 ext. 0
akkab@kooteanykids.ca

Happy spring everyone! We at the CCRR are so excited to see the
snowdrops and crocuses pushing through the soil here in Nelson.

We continue to update our resource library and have some
wonderful new items available. Please call or email us to set up a
visit or have items delivered to your program
The month of May is Child Care Month, a time to celebrate the work of
the caring and dedicated child-care operators and early childhood
educators throughout our province. We are grateful to the wonderful
child care programs in the West Kootenays.
Thank your for all you do!

Heather, Samantha and Akka

April/May 2021
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Professional Development

All workshops at this time will be offered virtually!

Hey educators! Do you know about the Early Years Professional Development Portal?
It is a site created by the province of BC for educators to search for professional development
opportunities. https://earlyyearsbc.ca/

Establishing Effective Communication In ECE Settings
May 10, 6:00-7:30
Online via ZOOM- FREE!
Join Julie Hansen of Inspired ECE to learn techniques beyond basic
interpersonal communication skills that will assist supervisors, managers and
owners in the development of their teams, giving feedback, providing
mentorship opportunities and creating a unified, productive and effective
working environment.
Meet Julie, Early Childhood Educator, Consultant and Author
I have been an Early Childhood Educator for 20 years, having received my
Diploma in Early Childhood Education from Douglas College. Since then, I have
gained experience in a variety of areas within the field of Early Childhood
Education: Director of a preschool, supervisor of after-school care as well as 35 and Infant Toddler programs and centre management. My primary focus has
evolved to encompass team leadership, management training and program
development. I have had articles published in provincial and national ECE
journals on the topic of emergent curriculum and leadership. My goal as an
Early Childhood Educator and facilitator is to support fellow educators and
early years professionals in providing high quality early learning experiences
for children and families.
Click here to register
Are you interested in hosting a workshop or professional development
session? Please contact Heather or Samantha

Superhero Play
June 22, 6:30-8:30
Online Via ZOOM- FREE!
All children have a right to play. This includes superhero play, sometimes
weapon play and shocking themes like shooting storm troopers! Lets’ get
together and look at WHY children use superheroes in their play, and discuss
possible ways to manage this type of play. We will also review risky play and
how it can support those superheroes in your program. And finally we will end
the workshop exploring the beautiful possibilities that superhero play can
bring to your program.
Presenter: Sarah McCarthy. Sarah created ECE Connect in 2015 with the
idea of connecting early childhood educators together, and offering
workshops that she feels are needed in the field.
Sarah holds a Bachelor of Science in Education and Training, a diploma in
Early Childhood Education and Montessori (0-12 years) and a certificate for
Children with Special Needs. She has worked in play based centres, Reggio
inspired centres, Montessori schools, and Forest schools. She’s been in the
educational field for over 17 years. She is a part-time Instructor for the Native
Education college, Vancouver Community College, and a facilitator for the
Dalai Lama Centre for Peace and Education.

Click here to register

Exploring Pedagogy
Stories from our pedagogist, Frances Smyth
As a pedagogist with the Early Childhood Pedagogy Network, I have been working with
educators in Nelson and the surrounding area to think deeply about our image of the
child, educator, and environment and to create long-term projects that put our values into
practice. One inquiry I have been working on with Pippa Bowley and the children at Story
House is a mapping project. We noticed that the children had a keen interest in making
treasure maps. What really stood out was the way map-making provided an avenue for
story-telling through drawing. We were curious about the potential of map-making and
decided to follow this interest. We considered our intentions we wanted to bring to mapmaking as curriculum, and decided that our values of building
relationships with the environment, creating opportunities for collaboration, and taking
seriously the children’s stories, theories, and ways of knowing the world would drive this
inquiry. As this project has moved along, we have seen mapping as an opportunity to
recognize that a place is more than its physical attributes; what we imagine and what
stories we tell are also an important part of a place

The children at Story House have been carefully observing their play yard and creating an
on-going collaborative map. It started as a map of the human-made structures outside, but
as we started engaging more with careful noticing, the trees and birds joined the map along
with the mud and snow. The children have been engaging in remembering the stories they
tell in their play, in noticing non-human others in the yard, in counting and drawing trees,
in figuring out spatial orientation and direction, in sharing ideas and problems, in
following and drawing routes, and in learning how to disagree. Through noticing along-side
the children, we came to see how the catkins are an important character in the yard, and
how the hazelnut tree has shaped the culture of the classroom. It has been a several months
now, but it feels like it’s just getting started and could move in so many ways. We are
excited to track the changes of the yard as we move into spring, and to take seriously the
stories the children will create about this.

To learn more about the Early
Childhood Pedagogy Network

click here

Thank you to Frances and Pippa from Story House
Child Care for sharing your stories with us!
If you would like to share a pedagogical narration
in our bulletin please contact Heather at the CCRR.

Pictures from the Field
Music area outdoors at Goat
Mountain in New Denver.
The tubes are drums!

A handmade busy
board at Goat Mountain
in New Denver

ECCE Practicum student, Sydney
created this impressive recycling truck
to discuss caring for the earth with the
children at a program in Nakusp.

Outreach Visits
Do you need supplies for your
program? Give Heather a call!
250-352-0407 ext. 2

Source
https://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/celebrations-festivals/stdavids-day/illustrated-daffodil-songsheet/

Source

Source
Source

"In the Spirit of Wonder"
Critically reflective question from the BC Early Learning Framework (ELF)
Pathways for engaging with with Well-Being and Belonging
Nourishment, sleep, and physical activity
"In what way are infants involved in their routines, such as diapering, feeding,
and sleeping??"

(BC Early Learning Framework, P. 74, 2019)

source: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/early-learning/teach/early-learning-framework

New Library Items!

Items will be available to borrow soon. Please contact Akka to reserve. 250-352-0407 ext. 0

A plane that scoops
water!

Digital
Microscope

Silk Scarf and Clips

Make some
noise

May is Child Care Month in bc

Thank you to all of the amazing childcare
professionals in our region.
Looking for ways to show your appreciation for your
child care provider? Here is a list of ideas :

Work with your child to create a thank you card
Bring in some coffee, tea or chocolate
Buy a gift certificate to a local restaurant, or toy
store
Share stories with your community about the
importance of quality child care
Create a handmade gift with your child
Post a story on social media with words of
thanks for your child care program.

We have a special virtual concert with
Charlotte Diamond planned for the
month of May for families and child
care programs. We are also planning a
virtual appreciation day. Stay tuned for
more!

We have been wondering about starting a
fall/winter book club with our community of
educators. Are you interested? Let us know and
share any book suggestion.

Where do I return my library items?
Library items can be returned to
the garage at the yellow house. Follow
the signs posted at the CCRR
Return times: Tuesday-Thursday 8:303:30. Evening and Friday drop off
available by appointment

Before making an appointment with the CCCR
please review this checklist. If you answer yes to any
of the questions on the day of our appointment we
will need to reschedule our visit

Cleaning guidelines
In line with our library guidelines
resources MUST be cleaned thoroughly
before returning. Members are subject
to fines or loss of membership if
resources are brought back without
being cleaned. CCRR staff are placing
items in our garage for 72 hours and
doing a secondary cleaning before
being put back on the shelf
Wipe down containers with soapy
water. Let air dry
Wipe plastic and wooden toys with
soap, water and a damp cloth. Let
air dry
Launder doll clothes, blankets, and
dress-up clothing with non-scented
detergent.

1. Do you, or your child/ren, have any of the following
symptoms that are new or unusual for you? Circle
one
• Fever YES NO
• Cough YES NO
• Shortness of Breath / Difficulty Breathing YES NO
• Sore throat YES NO
• Runny Nose / Nasal Congestion YES NO
• Feeling unwell / Feeling tired YES NO
• Nausea / Vomiting / Diarrhea YES NO
• Muscle Aches YES NO
• Headache YES NO
• Conjunctivitis YES NO
2. Have you or your child/ren, in the past 24 hrs been
administered any medications (acetaminophen,
ibuprofen, homeopathic, etc.) to treat any of the
symptoms listed above? YES NO
3. Have you or anyone in your household, travelled
outside of Canada in the last 14 days? YES NO
4. Have you or your child/ren had close contact (faceto-face contact within 2 meters/6 feet) with
someone who is ill with cough and/or fever? YES NO
5. Have you or anyone in your household been in
contact in the last 14 days with someone who is
suspected of having, tested or confirmed positive for
COVID-19? YES NO

Follow us on Facebook at
West Kootenay Child Care
Resource and Referral

